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® (Historic) Ralston Park

d "“: Address 919 Park Street

Present Owner City of Lebanon

Address 925 Main Street

| Original Use _park

Date of Construction c. 1950

Map Reference Number 140 -

Physical description of property and statement of historical significance:

Ralston Park covers three-fourths of a city block, or about two acres, with the Albany-
Santiam Canal cutting diagonally across the southeast corner. Thre are no structures in the
park beyond benches located on the path parallel to the canal and a store with a historical
plaque at the park's west entry. There are many large trees including a tall cedar at the
northwest corner. The park is named after Jeremiah Ralston, his wife Jerima and their five
children who settled and built their home on this spot in 1847,

History

Jeremiah Ralston learned the trade of carpenter in Cincinnati and later became a resident
of Iowa, engaging in general merchandising in Burlington until 1847. With his wife Jerima
Ashpanch Ralston and children he started across the plains to Oregon.

He obtained a Donation Land Claim but on arriving found two squatters, William Smith and
Thomas Morgan, who had arrived earlier for farming. He bought their rights for thirty
dollars and a yoke of oxen, and took possession of much of the land which has become downtown
Lebanon. After bringing the land under cultivation, around 1856, Ralston laid out the town
and opened the first store in the county. He named the town after the Cedar of Lebanon trees
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growing along the river, and for his birthplace, Lebanon, Tennessee. He managed the store
for about eight years, then turned his attention to supervision of his land and stock
interests.

Jeremiah Ralston and his wife were members of the Methodist Church, contributing to its
support, and donating lands for the church, cemetery and the Santiam Academy. Jeremiah
Ralston was also one of the first Board of Trustees at Willamette University. He met an
accidental death in August 1877 at age 80 while the mother passed away December 22, 1894,
when 77 years of age. They became parents of nine children, two of whom saw service in the
Indian Wars.
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